
MARK HUNTER SETZLER 
Department of Political Science, High Point University 

High Point, NC  27262 
 

phone: 336.841.9018 
e-mail: msetzler@highpoint.edu   
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PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYMENT 
 

High Point University (North Carolina), Assistant Professor of Political Science (2004-present)  

Lewis and Clark College (Oregon), Visiting Assistant Professor of Political Science, 2002-03. 

University of Portland (Oregon), Visiting Instructor of Political Science, 2000-02.  

University of Texas at Austin’s Public Policy Clinic, Research Associate, 1995-1998.  

University of Texas at Austin, Graduate Teaching Assistant, 1993-1997.  

US House of Representatives, Idaho First District (DC office), Intern/Staff Researcher (for the 
Hon. Larry LaRocco), August 1992-February 1993. 

 

EDUCATION 
 

Ph.D. in Government, University of Texas at Austin, December 2002.  

BA, magna cum laude, Pacific University (Forest Grove, OR), May 1992.  

Semester abroad, Universidad Espíritu Santo (Guayaquil, Ecuador), 1990. 

AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION 
 

Comparative and Latin American politics  

International relations and security 

American political institutions and behavior  

Racial and ethnic politics in the US 

PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS 
 

“Recursos socioeconômicos, capital sociocultural e conhecimento político como 
determinantes da formulação de políticas públicas locais no Brasil.” Caderno CRH 39/2 
(Jul-Dec, 2003), pp. 133-60. CRH is a peer-reviewed journal, published by the Federal University of 
Bahia. 

“The Decline of Barriers to Immigrant Economic and Political Rights in the American States: 
1977-2001.” International Migration Review 37 /1 (Spring, 2003), pp. 5-23. With Gary P. 
Freeman and Luis F.B. Plascencia 

“Awash in the Mainstream: Latinos and the 1996 Elections.” In Awash in the Mainstream: 
Latino Politics and the 1996 Elections, eds. Rodolfo O. de la Garza and Louis DeSipio. Boulder, 
CO: Westview Press, 1999). Pp. 3-45. With Louis DeSipio and Rodolfo O. de la Garza. 
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“Alive and Kicking: Municipal Affirmative Action Policy in Texas Cities.” Policy Studies 
Journal 27/1 (March, 1999), pp. 45-63. With Rodolfo O. de la Garza and Scott Graves. This study was 
named “article of the year” by PSJ’s editors and received the Theodore Lowi Award from the Policy 
Studies Organization. 

“From Cortiços to Favelas: Housing Policy in São Paulo in the Twentieth Century.” In 
Policymaking in a Redemocratized Brazil: Decentralization and Social Policy, ed. Robert 
H. Wilson. Austin: Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs, 1997. Pp. 319-56.  

OTHER PUBLICATIONS  
 

Book review of Readings in Latin American Politics: Challenges to Democratization, by Peter 
R. Kingstone (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2006). Published in The Latin Americanist 49/2 (Spring, 
2006). 

Restricting Immigrant Access to Employment: Regulations in Five States. Claremont, CA: Tómas 
Rivera Policy Institute, 1999 . With Gary P. Freeman and Luis F. B. Plascencia. 

The Making of Americans. Results of the Texas Naturalization Survey. Claremont, CA: Tómas 
Rivera Policy Institute, 1999. With Susan Gonzalez-Baker, Luis F.B. Plascencia, Gary P. Freeman, and 
Manuel Orozco. 

Bucking the Trend: Affirmative Action Policy in Texas Cities in the 1980s and 1990s. 
Claremont, CA: Tómas Rivera Policy Institute, 1998. With Rodolfo O. de la Garza, Scott Graves, and 
Franco Uccelli.  

THESES  
 

“Democratizing Urban Brazil: Voters, Reformers, and the Pursuit of Political 
Accountability.” (Ph.D., University of Texas, 2002). 

Paradoxes of Separation: Comparing Slavery, Segregation, and Black Social Movements in 
Brazil and the United States.” BA Honors Thesis, Pacific University, 1992)  

SELECTED AWARDS & GRANTS 
 

Summer Workshop on Teaching Terrorism, the University of Oklahoma. 2008. Grant for 
instruction, travel, and lodging.  

The Artinian Award, the Southern Political Science Association, 2005.  Travel and lodging grant.  

University Teacher of the Year, the Associated Students of the University of Portland, 2002.  

The Theodore Lowi Award, Policy Studies Organization, 2000 (shared with co-authors). Recognizes 
“the best article” published that year in Policy Studies Journal.  

University Dissertation Fellowship, UT-Austin’s Office of Graduate Studies, 1999-2000. One year’s 
tuition, fees, and living expenses. 

International Dissertation Fieldwork Research Fellowship, Social Sciences Research Council and 
American Council of Learned Societies, 1998-1999. Fifty recipients were selected from an applicant 
pool of over 1000 national and international Ph.D. candidates.  

David L. Boren Graduate Fellowship. National Security Education Program and the US Department 
of Defense, 1999. Twelve political scientists were selected from a national pool of applicants.  

UT-Austin’s Institute for Latin American Studies  dissertation grant,  1998. 
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Ford Foundation dissertation field travel grant, 1998.  

Patterson Fellowship, UT-Austin’s Office of Graduate Studies, 1997, 2000, 2001. Competitive grants to 
support the presentation of papers at national conferences. 

Texas Fund for Training Foreign Policy Professionals Grant, Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public 
Affairs, 1999.  

Ford Foundation pre-dissertation research grant, 1996. Grant for three months of field work in 
Curitiba and Sao Paulo Brazil.  

Foreign Language and Areas Scholarship, US Department of Education, 1994. Tuition, fees, and 
living expenses for the summer. 

Outstanding Graduating Senior in the Social Sciences, Pacific University, 1992. 

PAPERS & PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS 
 

“Determinants of the Civic Incorporation of Latino Youth.” The Annual Meeting of the 
Midwestern Political Science Association. Chicago, April 2009. With Nick McRee.  

 “The Political Incorporation of Latino Immigrant Youth.” The Annual Meeting of the Western 
Political Science Association. San Diego, March 2008. With Nick McRee, who presented the paper.  

“Are Mexicans Different? The Political Incorporation of Immigrant Youth in the United 
States.” The Annual Meeting of the Midwestern Political Science Association. Chicago, March 2008. 
With Nick McRee. 

“Patterns of Delinquency among Immigrant Youth and U.S. Adolescents.” The Annual Meeting 
of the Academy of Criminal Justice. Seattle, WA. March 2007.  With Laurie Drapella and Nick McRee 
(Dr. McRee gave the paper. This paper also was presented by Dr. McRee at the 2007 Research Data 
Centre workshop, “Life Course Transitions of Children and Youth,” held at Dalhousie University, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. October 2007.  

 “Creating a Critical Mass or Fragmenting the Vote? Intragender Competition and the 
Election of Women in Multimember Districts.” The Annual Meeting of the American Political 
Science Association. Philadelphia, September 2006. 

“Partisan Attachment versus Party-Centric Voting? Evidence From Brazil.” The XXVI Meeting 
of the Latin American Studies Association. San Juan, PR. March 2006. 

“The Civic Incorporation of Young Immigrants in the United States.” The Annual Meeting of the 
American Political Science Association. Washington, DC, September 2005. With Nick McRee.  
 
This paper also was presented at the Annual Meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association. San 
Francisco, April 2004.  

“Who Elects Women Legislators in Brazil? Electoral Rules Versus Social Bases.” The Annual 
Meeting of the Southern Political Science Association. New Orleans, January 2005. 

“Social Resources and Mass Partisanship in Latin America: Evidence from Urban Brazil.” 
The Annual Meeting of the Western Political Science Association. Portland, OR. March 2004. 

“The Acquisition of Political Knowledge in Developing Democracies: Evidence from Brazil.”  
The Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association. Boston, September 2002. 

“Political Sophistication and Political Participation in Urban Brazil.” The Annual Meeting of the 
Midwestern Political Science Association. Chicago, April 2002.  

David L. Boren Graduate International Fellowships Symposium on the Expanding Scope of 
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National Security. Washington, DC, September 2001. 

“Political Knowledge and Its Acquisition in Urban Brazil.” The XXIII Meeting of the Latin 
American Studies Association. Washington, DC. September 2001. 

 “Fiscal Federalism in Brazilian States and Municipalities: A Roundtable with the Angolan 
Constitutional Commission-United States Study Mission,” sponsored by the National 
Democratic Institute. University of Texas at Austin, May 2000.  

“Institutions, Access, and Accountability: Innovation in Brazilian Subnational Government.” 
Roundtable discussion for the Institute of Latin American Studies of the University of Texas at Austin. 
April 2000. 

“Democratizing Urban Brazil: Local Elections and Legislatures in Post-Authoritarian 
Brazil.” Annual Student Conference of the Lyndon Baines Johnson Urban Issues Program. Austin, TX, 
April 2000. 

“Democratizing Urban Brazil: Institutional Legacies and Determinants of Accountability in 
Local Elections and Legislatures.” The XXII Meeting of the Latin American Studies Association. 
Miami, March 2000. 

“Restricting Immigrant Access to Employment: An Examination of Regulations in Six 
States.” Annual Meeting of the Southwestern Political Science Association. Galveston, TX. March 
2000. With Luis F. B. Plascencia and Gary P. Freeman 

“The Electoral Roots of Weak Local Legislatures in Brazil.” Annual Conference of the Institute of 
Latin American Studies Student Association, Austin, TX. February 2000. 

“Subnational Democratization and Political Change in Brazil: A Preliminary Thesis 
Overview.” 1998 Social Science Research Council International Dissertation Fieldwork Research 
Fellows Regional Workshop. Vancouver, BC, January 2000.  

“Institutional Incentives and Material Imperatives in Urban Policymaking: One Hundred 
Years of Housing Policy in São Paulo, Brazil.” Annual Meeting of the American Political Science 
Association. Washington, DC, August 1997. 

“Affirmative Action at the Municipal Level: A Study of Texas Cities in the 1980s and 1990s.” 
Annual Meeting of the Midwestern Political Science Association. Chicago, April 1997. With Scott Graves 
and Franco Uccelli. 

“From Cortiços to Favelas: A Century of Self-Help Housing in Brazil.” Annual Conference of the 
Institute of Latin American Studies Student Association. Austin, TX, March 1997. 

“Non-traditional Political Actors and Change in Chile, 1973-1995.” Annual Conference of the 
Institute of Latin American Studies Student Association. Austin, TX, March 1995.  

SELECTED UNIVERSITY AND COMMUNITY SERVICE 
 

Chair, Department of Political Science. October 2007 to the present. 

Honors Program faculty oversight committee. Member, December 2006 to the present.  

Institutional Review Board. Member, November 2005 to the present. The university’s IRB reviews and 
approves all research at the university involving human subjects.  

Institutional Assessment Board. Member, September 2006 to the present. The Assessment Board 
assists the Director of Institutional Research in improving teaching and learning at the university.  

Curriculum Implementation Committee. Member and chair of various subcommittees, March 2009 
to the present. Serve as the College of Arts and Sciences representative on this ad hoc committee 
charged with overseeing the implementation of a new university curriculum. 
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International Studies Committee. Member, 2005 to 2008. 

Teaching Evaluation Committee. Chair, 2006 to 2008. The taskforce assessed the use of instructor 
rating forms. The committee redrafted course/instructor rating forms and made recommendations on 
the protocol for administering and interpreting the forms.  

Principle organizer and fundraiser. Three-day campus visit by Woodrow Wilson Fellow, Kathleen 
O’Neil. February 2009. 

Principle organizer and fundraiser. Three-day campus visit by Woodrow Wilson Fellow, Amb. David 
Dunford. February 2008. 

Principle organizer and fundraiser. Three-day campus visit by Rodolfo de la Garza, Professor of 
Political Science at Columbia University and leading scholar of Latino political behavior. March 2006. 

Faculty co-advisor, HPU Chapter of Amnesty International. December 2005 to the present.  

Faculty advisor, HPU Political Science Club. December 2005 to the present. 

Faculty advisor, High Point University College Democrats. May 2008 to the present. 

Coach and travel chaperone, HPU’s quizbowl team. 2006 to the present.  

Media contact, High Point Enterprise . Frequently provide interviews and background information.  

Media contact, WFMY (Greensboro’s CBS television affiliate). Periodically provide taped interviews and 
background information.  

SELECTED INVITED PRESENTATIONS 
 

Lecture. “Municipal Government and Democracy in America.” A presentation to a US State 
Department sponsored delegation of young civic leaders from Sub-Saharan Africa.  High Point, NC, 
March 2009. 

Lecture. “Why Things Will Never Be the Same After 2008” The High Point Lion’s Club, NC, 
November,  2008. 

Lecture. “The 2008 Elections: Same Old America or Wave of Change?” The High Point Rotary 
Club, NC, May 2008. 

Lecture. “What Is at Stake in the 2008 Elections?” The Presbyterian Home of High Point, NC, 
March 2008. 

Lecture. “Do Young Immigrants Want to Become Americans?” Honors Program Seminar, High 
Point University, February 2008. 

Lecture. “What Is So Different about the 2008 Primary Elections?” The Rotary Club of the Triad, 
High Point, NC, January 2008. 

Lecture. “How Iran’s Domestic Politics Shapes Its International Relations,” The River Landing 
Women’s Group, High Point, NC, March 2007.  

Lecture to the faculty. “Why Aren’t Brazilians Electing More Women Legislators?” Faculty 
Seminar Series, High Point University, February 2007. 

Brief presentation to the faculty. “The Long-term Consequences of the 2006 Elections.” 
Roundtable hosted by the HPU political science department. November 2006. 

Lecture. “Should We Really Be Afraid of North Korea?” The River Landing Women’s Group, High 
Point, NC, October 2006.  

Event host and remarks. Latin American Film and Video Festival of the Triad. Held public 
screenings of the Brazilian film Orfeu at the University of North Carolina  and O que e isso companheiro 
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at High Point University as part of an event sponsored by the Latin American Studies consortium of 
UNC-Chapel Hill and Duke. 

Lecture. “Democratic Change in Latin America.” Honors Program Seminar, High Point University, 
April 2005. 

Brief round-table presentation to the faculty. “Why High Political Discontent Didn’t Produce 
Significant Gains for Congressional Democrats.” Faculty Seminar Series, High Point University, 
November 2004. 

Lecture and discussion section. ““U.S.-Latin American Relations, Post 9-11.” Great Decisions 
Discussion Group (associated with the Foreign Policy Association), The Dalles, OR. March 2004. 

Public talk. “Apathy in America: Its Sources and Consequences.” Students Allied for Informed 
Democracy. Lewis and Clark College, Portland, OR. April 2003. 

Discussion leader. “Race, Civil Rights, and Diversity.” Knights of the Round Table Student Dinner 
Group. University of Portland, OR. February 2003. 

Lecture and discussion section. “Afghanistan Before and After Operation Enduring 
Freedom.” Great Decisions Discussion Group (associated with the Foreign Policy Association), The 
Dalles, OR. January 2003. 

Panel organizer and presenter. “Brazil's 2002 Presidential Elections: Radical Change or 
Business as Usual?” Latin American Studies Program/International Affairs Department, Lewis and 
Clark College, OR. October 2002. 

Lecture and discussion section. “Narco-Terrorism, Plan Colombia, and Latin America.” Great 
Decisions Discussion Group (associated with the Foreign Policy Association), The Dalles, OR. June 
2002. 

Panelist. “The Ethics of the Global Big Mac.” Office of Volunteer Services and the Peace Studies 
Program, University of Portland, OR. April 2002. 

Panelist. “Is Graduate School Right For You?” Office of Career Services, University of Portland, OR. 
April 2002. 

Panelist. “Security, Freedom, and the Use of Force in the 21st Century.” Air Force ROTC, 
University of Portland, OR. February 2002. 

Lecture. “Post-authoritarian Mexico?” Mexico Immersion and Service Program. University of 
Portland, OR. February 2002. 

Panelist. “Consumerism in the Developing World.” Students for Awareness and Responsibility, 
University of Portland, OR. November 2001. 

Panelist. “Reacting to the Terrorist Attack on America.” Open university forum, University of 
Portland, OR. September 2001. 

Lecture. “The Catholic Church in Peru and Latin America.” First Presbyterian Downtown Church, 
Portland, OR. June 2001. 

Lecture. “The Chiapas Rebellion and its Implications for a Democratizing Mexico.” Mexico 
Immersion and Service Program. University of Portland, OR. February 2001. 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE & AFFILIATIONS 
 

Manuscript merit reviewer, Journal of Politics (2004, 2005); American Politics Research 
(2007, 2008, 2009) 

Textbook and text proposal reviewer for various textbook publishers, including Longman (2004, 
2008), Polity (2004), Pearson (2008), and Prentice Hall/Pearson (2005). 
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Panel chair for Latino/a Politics, Annual Meeting of the Midwestern Political Science 
Association. Chicago. March 2009. 

Panel discussant and chair for New Perspectives on Brazilian Politics, Annual Meeting of 
the Midwestern Political Science Association. Chicago. March 2008. 

Grant proposal reviewer, the National Science Foundation, October 2005. 

Panel discussant and chair for Civil Rights and Affirmative Action, Annual Meeting of the 
Economic and Business Historical Society. High Point, NC. May 2005.  

Panel discussant and chair for Challenges to Democracy in Latin America, Annual Meeting 
of the Southern Political Science Association. New Orleans. Jan. 2005. 

Grant proposal merit evaluator, the National Security Educational Program, Washington, DC. 
March 2002 and April 2003.  

Visiting scholar affiliations with foreign universities: Pontifícia Universidade Católica do Paraná, 
Brazil (1996); Center of Electoral Studies of Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil (1998); the Graduate School of 
Administration at the Federal University of Bahia, Brazil (1999), and the Political Science Department 
at the Federal University of Minas Gerais, Brazil (1999). 

Professional memberships: American Political Science Association (since 1997), Southern Political 
Science Association (since 2005), and the Latin American Studies Association (since 1997).  

PROFESSIONAL SKILLS 
 

Statistical and database management software: STATA, SPSS, and MS Access 

Foreign languages: Portuguese (fluent); Spanish (fluent reading) 

Certification: Human subjects research tutorial. University of North Carolina, Charlotte. 2007 to the 
present. 

Web authoring software: FrontPage and Dreamweaver 

REFERENCES 
 

Rodolfo de la Garza. Professor, Department of Political Science, Columbia University, 7th 
Floor International Affairs Building, 420 West 118th Street, New York, NY 10027. 212/854-3646. E-
mail: rod2001@columbia.edu.  

Robert Eisinger. Chair and Associate Professor, Department of Political Science. Lewis and 
Clark College, 0615 S.W. Palatine Hill Rd., Portland, OR 97219. 503/768-7640. E-mail: 
eisenger@lclark.edu.  

Gary Malecha. Chair and Associate Professor, Department of Political Science. University of 
Portland, 5000 N. Willamette Boulevard. Portland, OR, 97203. 503/943-7360. E-mail: 
malecha@up.edu.  

Nick McRee. Associate Professor, Department of Sociology. University of Portland, 5000 N. 
Willamette Boulevard. Portland, OR, 97203. 503/943-7360. E-mail: mcree@up.edu.  

Fredrick Schneid. Professor, Department of History, High Point University, University Station. 
High Point, NC, 27262. 336/841-9238. E-mail: fschneid@highpoint.edu.  
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